
March 30, 2006   
 
Gautam R. Patel, Chief 
Bureau of Financing and Construction Permits 
PO Box 425 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
RE: Middlesex County Utilities Authority - Draft Surface Water Major Modification Permit 
Action, NJPDES Permit # NJ0020141 
 
SENT VIA FACSIMILLE 
 
Dear Mr. Patel: 
 
Clean Ocean Action (COA) reviewed the permit modification above and submits the 
following comments. COA is a regional, broad-based coalition of conservation, 
environmental, fishing, boating, diving, student, surfing, women's, business, service, and 
community groups with a mission to improve the degraded water quality of the marine waters 
of the New Jersey/New York coast. The draft major modification to the Middlesex County 
Utilities Authority (MCUA) NJPDES Permit requires the Permittee to determine the 
feasibility and cost of receiving, treating and discharging additional sewage flows as and 
means of reducing CSO discharges.  
 
COA commends New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP) for requiring 
the Permittee to engage in a comprehensive public participation process that will involve the 
public in the decision-making process of developing, evaluating and selecting the long-term 
CSO controls. The information and items described in Appendix CSS-DTW A clearly define 
actions required of the Permittee to adequately include the public through out the process. 
Clean Ocean Action strongly believes that public review and comment is an integral part of 
intelligent, fact-based development and we looks forward to participating in MCUA’s public 
outreach campaign. 
 
It is not clear what the next step will be once the Permittee has evaluated the different 
alternatives for utilizing the treatment works for Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) control. 
Maximizing water quality improvements must take priority over economic considerations. For 
example, it may be more costly to increase the primary and secondary capacity treatment 
works to be able to handle the increased volume from the CSO, but it will provide significant 
environmental benefits to the Raritan Bay. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Cindy Zipf         Jennifer Samson, Ph.D    
Executive Director               Principal Scientist   
  

Participating Organizations
Alliance for a Living Ocean

American Littoral Society
Arthur Kill Coalition

Asbury Park Fishing Club
Bayberry Garden Club

Bayshore Regional Watershed Council
Bayshore Saltwater Flyrodders

Belford Seafood Co-op
Belmar Fishing Club

Beneath The Sea
Bergen Save the Watershed Action Network

Berkeley Shores Homeowners Civic Association
Cape May Environmental Commission

Central Jersey Anglers
Citizens Conservation Council of Ocean County

Clean Air Campaign, NY
Coalition Against Toxics

Coalition for Peace & Justice/Unplug Salem
Coast Alliance

Coastal Jersey Parrot Head Club
Communication Workers of America, Local 1034

Concerned Businesses of COA
Concerned Citizens of Bensonhurst

Concerned Citizens of COA
Concerned Citizens of Montauk

Eastern Monmouth Chamber of Commerce
Fisher’s Island Conservancy

Fisheries Defense Fund
Fishermen’s Dock Cooperative, Pt. Pleasant

Friends of Island Beach State Park
Friends of Liberty State Park, NJ

Friends of the Boardwalk, NY
Garden Club of Englewood
Garden Club of Fair Haven

Garden Club of Long Beach Island
Garden Club of Middletown
Garden Club of Morristown

Garden Club of Navesink
Garden Club of New Jersey

Garden Club of New Vernon
Garden Club of Oceanport
Garden Club of Princeton

Garden Club of Ridgewood
Garden Club of Rumson

Garden Club of Short Hills
Garden Club of Shrewsbury
Garden Club of Spring Lake

Garden Club of Washington Valley
Great Egg Harbor Watershed Association

Highlands Business Partnership
Highlands Chamber of Commerce

Hudson River Fishermen’s Association/NJ
Jersey Coast Shark Anglers

Jersey Shore Captains Association
Jersey Shore Running Club

Junior League of Monmouth County
Keyport Environmental Commission

Kiwanis Club of Manasquan
Kiwanis Club of Shadow Lake Village

Leonardo Party & Pleasure Boat Association
Leonardo Tax Payers Association

Main Street Wildwood
Marine Trades Association of NJ

Monmouth Conservation Foundation
Monmouth County Association of Realtors

Monmouth County Audubon Society
Monmouth County Friends of Clearwater

Montauk Fisherman’s Emergency Fund
National Coalition for Marine Conservation

Natural Resources Protective Association, NY
NJ Beach Buggy Association

NJ Commercial Fishermen’s Association
NJ Environmental Federation

NJ Environmental Lobby
NJ Main Ship Owners Group

NJ Marine Educators Association
NJ PIRG Citizen Lobby

Nottingham Hunting & Fishing Club, NJ
NYC Sea Gypsies

NY Marine Educators Association
NY/NJ Baykeeper

Ocean Wreck Divers, NJ
PaddleOut.org

Picatinny Saltwater Sportsmen Club
Raritan Riverkeeper
Religious On Water

Riverside Drive Association
Rotary Club of Long Branch

Rotary District #7510 - Interact
Saint George’s by the River Church, NJ

Saltwater Anglers of Bergen County
Sandy Hook Bay Anglers

Save Barnegat Bay
Save the Bay, NJ

SEAS Monmouth
Seaweeders Garden Club
Shark Research Institute

Shark River Cleanup Coalition
Shark River Surf Anglers

Shore Adventure Club
Shore Surf Club

Sierra Club, Shore Chapter
Soroptimist Club of Cape May County

South Jersey Dive Club
South Monmouth Board of Realtors
Staten Island Friends of Clearwater

Staten Island Tuna Club
               Strathmere Fishing & Environmental Club 

Surfers’ Environmental Alliance
Surfrider Foundation, Jersey Shore Chapter

TACK I, MA
Terra Nova Garden Club

Unitarian Universalist Congregation /Monm. Cnty.
United Boatmen of NY/NJ

United Bowhunters of NJ
Volunteer Friends of Boaters, NJ

WATERSPIRIT
Women’s Club of Brick Township

Women’s Club of Keyport
Women’s Club of Long Branch
Women’s Club of Merchantville

Zen Society, NJ
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     18 Hartshorne Drive 
       P.O. Box 505, Sandy Hook 
       Highlands, NJ 07732-0505 
       Voice: 732-872-0111 
       Fax: 732-872-8041 
       SandyHook@CleanOceanAction.org 

F Institute of Coastal Education 
       3419 Pacific Avenue 
       P.O. Box 1098 
       Wildwood, NJ 08260-7098 
       Voice: 609-729-9262 
       Fax: 609-729-1091 
       Wildwood@CleanOceanAction.org Ocean Advocacy 
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Clean Ocean Action                    www.CleanOceanAction.org 


