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The New Jersey Fertilizer Law was passed in 2011 in an effort to protect our waterways 

from the pollution caused harmful chemicals found in lawn fertilizer. The law 

specifically focuses on two key chemicals used in fertilizer, nitrogen and phosphorus. 

Why are these efforts important? Nitrogen and phosphorus are nutrients required for plant growth. 

A limited amount of these nutrients is important for healthy plant life. An overabundance, however, 

not only can harm lawns but when washed into waterways stimulates excessive algae and weed 

growth. This in turn, depletes oxygen from the water and reduces the sunlight needed for healthy 

aquatic life. 

Overview of New Jersey’s Fertilizer Law 

What Fertilizer May be Sold or Used in New Jersey?  

 The law requires that lawn fertilizer must have at least 20% of the nitrogen contained in the 

fertilizer as “slow release.” 

 The law encouraged consumers to purchase the fertilizer with the highest concentration of “slow 

release” nitrogen.  

 Fertilizer must also contain the following labeling on the packaging:  

 “Do not apply near water, storm drains, or drainage ditches.”  

 “Do not apply if heavy rain is expected.” 

 “Apply this product only to your lawn, and sweep any product that lands on the driveway, 

sidewalk or street back onto your lawn.” 
 

Restrictions on When Fertilizer May be Applied  

Application of fertilizer during the following times is prohibited under the law: 

 Between December 1st and March 1st for professional applicators – meaning government 
employees or individuals hired to apply fertilizer. 

 Between November 15th and March 1st for the general public. 

 When the ground is frozen. 

 When the ground is saturated with water. 

 When heavy rain is occurring or expected. 
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Restrictions on Where Fertilizer May be Applied  

Application of Fertilizer to the following areas is prohibited under the law: 

 To an impervious surface such as a driveway or sidewalk. If fertilizer is inadvertently applied to 
impervious surfaces the applicator is requires to sweep up and remove any fertilizer on the surface.  

 To any area within twenty-five feet of a waterbody.  
 

Ban on all Fertilizers Containing Phosphorus  

The law prohibits the application of fertilizer containing phosphorus except for the following 
circumstances:  

 Where it can be demonstrated through a soil test (from within the last three years) that phosphorus is 
necessary for the specific soils and target vegetation for which it will be applied and that the application 
is recommended by the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station at Rutgers. 

 The application is to establish vegetation for the first time and that it is done in accordance with the 
requirements of the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Act. 

 The use is for the reestablishment or repairing of a turf area.  

 The application is through a method delivering liquid or granular fertilizer directly to the roots. 
 

Special Rules for Professional Applicators  

A professional applicator as defined by the law is any individual who applies fertilizer for hire, including 
any employee of a government entity who applies fertilizer within the scope of employment.  

Under the law: 

 Professional applicators must receive education and training under the Fertilizer Certification Program 
from the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station at Rutgers. 

 Professional applicators must receive certification from the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Rutgers. 

 Only professional applicators and those trained and under the direct supervision of a professional 
applicator may apply fertilizer to a golf course.  

Sectors Exempt from the Law  

The prohibitions in the law are not applicable to commercial farms.  
 

Violations / Enforcement  

For Professional Applicators  

Violations: Any violation of the requirements of the law will result in a civil penalty of (1) $500 for the first 
offense, and (2) $1,000 for each subsequent offense.  

Enforcement: The following are empowered to enforce violations of the law against professional applicators: 
(1) Municipalities, (2) Counties, (3) Local Soil Conservation Districts, and (4) Local Heath Departments.  

 

Non-Professional Applicators:    

Violations: for non-professional applicators and retail sellers of fertilizer found in violation of the law, fines 
and penalties are to be established on a municipal level through municipal ordinances.    

Enforcement: enforcement is the responsibility of the municipalities.  

 


