
   
 

   
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 6, 2026 

PRESS RELEASE 

UTILITY LICENSE APPROVED FOR FOSSIL FUEL PIPELINE, PUTS  
NEW JERSEY’S ENVIRONMENT, ECONOMY, AND PUBLIC HEALTH AT RISK 

Coalition of Groups, Bipartisan Officials, and Citizens Continue Fight  
Through Legal and Public Channels 

Contact: Evan Leong, Communications & Marketing Director 
Communications@CleanOceanAction.org | 732-872-0111 
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NJ – Despite public opposition from environmental advocates and residents across the state, New 
Jersey’s Tidelands Resource Council (TRC) approved the utility license for the Northeast Supply 
Enhancement (NESE) pipeline project. The utility license was the last remaining barrier before NESE could 
move forward with construction. A coalition of environmental organizations, bipartisan elected officials, 
and concerned citizens calls the action a threat to New Jersey’s environment, public health, and economic 
future. 

The ruling requires final review by Governor Mikie Sherill for a project that, according to environmental 
groups, would provide no benefits to New Jersey — while exposing the state to long-term environmental 
harm and public safety risks. The coalition says the proposed pipeline would transport fracked methane 
gas from Pennsylvania to New York, locking the region into decades of fossil fuel dependence and harming 
New Jersey’s communities and ecosystems in the process.  

The TRC is a 12-member, Governor-appointed council that has the authority to sell, lease, or license the 
tidelands if they decide the projects are in the public interest of New Jersey. The coalition says the 23.4-
mile offshore pipeline project was not in NJ’s public interest because of expected damage to more than 
93,000 square feet of critical habitat, including in the Raritan Bay and the Cheesequake Creek tributary 
tidelands. These tidelands, public trust resources owned by the people of New Jersey, play a critical role 
in supporting wildlife and sustaining the local economy.  

The TRC held the meeting virtually via Microsoft Teams. 43 individuals testified in opposition to the 
project’s utility license. Residents, environmental advocates, health professionals, students, and local 
officials voiced concerns about risks to public health, marine ecosystems, the coastal economy, and the 
long-term impacts of fossil fuel infrastructure in the region.  
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Though only 2 individuals testified in favor, the TRC’s vote was unanimous — approving the license with 
minor changes. Williams/Transco will pay $14,084 per year for the license, risking NJ’s public health and a 
multi-billion dollar natural asset.  

Pending approval from NJ Governor Sherrill, this allows Williams/Transco the ability to begin pipeline 
construction in NJ tidelands. Williams/Transco expects to start construction in Q3 2026, with a target 
service date of Q4 2027. The TRC will re-evaluate this license in 7 years to reassess the project’s 
operations and fee. 

Environmental organizations in NY and NJ also filed two lawsuits against the NESE project: one against the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP), and another against the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC). Plaintiff organizations include NY/NJ Baykeeper, Princeton Manor 
Homeowners Association, Central Jersey Safe Energy Coalition, Food & Water Watch, New Jersey League 
of Conservation Voters Education Fund, Sierra Club, and Natural Resources Defense Council. 

The coalition of groups, bipartisan elected officials, and concerned citizens are actively evaluating next 
steps and urges residents, lawmakers, and officials to remain engaged as the process moves forward: 

"The Tidelands Resource Council’s decision to grant NESE’s utility license is devastating and deeply 
disappointing, especially in light of the facts," said Cindy Zipf, Executive Director, Clean Ocean Action. 
"The TRC voted in favor of corporate interest over public interest. The immense damage the pipeline will 
cause NJ’s marine ecosystem and public health is not in the public interest. Now, with little hope, we call 
on Governor Sherrill to do the right thing for NJ, defy President Trump, and overturn this ruling.” 

“The Tidelands Resource Council’s decision to license this polluting project is a deep wound to our shared 
watersheds and the web of life that water sustains,” said Blair Nelsen, Executive Director, Waterspirit. 
“Greenlighting the NESE Project is tantamount to sacrificing our children's future on the altar of greed. 
How will you be able to look them in the eye? We are heartbroken by this choice. Treating our waterways 
as mere resources to be exploited causes us to forget that water is our lifeblood and a sacred trust. We 
will continue to act as guardians of the water, which, thanks to this reckless decision, is needed now more 
than ever.” 
 
“We are deeply disappointed by the approval of William Transco’s NESE pipeline, a dirty fossil fuel project 
that would raise utility bills in the region, threaten the health of New Jersey residents, and put our air and 
waterways at risk,” said Patty Cronheim, Program Director, ReThink Energy NJ. “We should be investing 
in clean, renewable energy, not locking families into more pollution and higher costs while large load and 
data centers benefit at our expense. 
 
"The Tidelands Resource Council's decision once again puts politics and polluters' profits ahead of the 
risk to life, health, and property in New Jersey," said Jesse Burns, Executive Director, League of Women 
Voters New Jersey. 
 



   
 

   
 

“It’s very disappointing that the Tideland Resource Council unanimously approved the NESE project 
despite the many environmental groups that have spoken out against the project and the collateral 
damage the project would cause,” said Kin Gee, President, Consumers Helping Affect Regulation of 
Gas and Electric (CHARGE). 
 
"It’s difficult to imagine how the TRC could decide that the public interest will be served by allowing New 
Jersey's Tidelands to be used for a fossil-fuel expansion project that would exacerbate the climate crisis, 
pollute our air and water and do nothing for energy affordability in New Jersey," said The Eastern 
Environmental Law Center. 

“The Tidelands Resource Council’s approval of a license for this pipeline expansion is a reckless decision 
to double-down on dirty, climate-killing fossil fuels in the region,” said Matt Smith, State Director, Food 
and Water Watch NJ. “But Governor Sherrill ultimately holds the cards on whether this foolish plan will 
proceed, and she is who will be held accountable. It would be absurd for Sherrill to allow such a harmful 
project that has zero benefit for New Jerseyans.” 
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