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What is it? 



 Birth  

 Celluloid – 1862 (1870)  

o first semi-synthetic plastic 

 Bakelite – December 7, 1909 

o first U.S. patent for a fully synthetic plastic 

 Modeled off of Natural Polymers 





 Synthetic polymers 
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 NOT a very recycle-able material 

 <10% world-wide is recycled 

 Doesn’t Biodegrade 















 Birth  

 Celluloid – 1862 (1870)  

o  first semi-synthetic plastic 

 Bakelite – December 7, 1909 

o  first U.S. patent for a synthetic plastic 

 World War II 
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Where does it go?  

 ~50% landfill 
 <10% recycled 
 “unaccounted for” 


