The Biodegradable Plastic
Loophole

3\2&5% Sandra Meola
i NY/NJ Baykeeper

Protect Preser™e R et0'e




Plastic Pollution Reduction
Campaign

Research
Education
Policy




- Y, AL 7 — —
T \'~1114.West Orange 4 o v » 4
C: ] J 2 N £

ark ivi A 4 (
Livingston 42804 (MANHATTAN .(’/ LY

4 i \

v £A 1DE

South
Mountain
Reservation

Millburn

Maplewood

@ t/'/,
Y Bayonne P Bt PloAy
v Y 4l 4
y el v v 4 S
4 ' g d = X \\\.\‘
7l -

N John F: Kennedy
Q? International Airport

s

Linden

\ STATEN ISLAND.

NEW DORP

.NYINJ Baykeeper Trawling Sites

~
Sandy Hook
Fort Hancock
S,
”dy"/oo‘,
O Keansburg &'?k Q
35
Keyport @
P Hazlet
Old Bridge Q.\”’-
[¢] Matawan Atlantic

Township ‘
Browntown G A ek

Highlands Highlands






w

-
-




|































LY T SN &I NS -
F

#y<  l n v ge b e
- :".Q %‘-@ 7 ey aw J“;x'o. 0 0P 0 9@ 0@ @0

120033 6eSe g tarah oo g aeB 2228708 (8
f 4 ’\".‘ ’.".}."0 b9 = '..'.\. ‘Q " ".-'. ’AP.’\‘ s \‘

= ‘_‘t "‘ ‘ /“ :. -

VO TS

)

v * ! . »
“ % 8. =
‘ ) ‘. - .)A,..“ 3. g ‘..' o aé > {. ‘.o
I“ “. - L -
, - ’ .
@Y ®G e g \ J .
3 3 ‘. O.’“ .'.h:'l.at . " ’.\'“‘ ™ ..5"‘.. e S d P b o d
& P . Jo.“.o. LR 4.."\ ,_4‘_.

NP Y
:

’ r
FAIT AL

ot ";.ig‘.‘f" ,
-. ’-.'_,u:‘;‘ —J:’ -‘;~: $Lr el _.' e




The Truth about “Biodegradable”

Plastics
* Biodegradable plastics aka bioplastics are
commonly made from polylactic acid (PLA) plant
based polymer
*They ONLY biodegrade at an industrial
composting facility with ol
exposure to micro-organisms




NJ Bill S2178

“Synthetic plastic microbeads: any intentionally

added non-biodegradable, solid plastic particle

measuring less than five millimeters in size and
used to exfoliate or cleanse in a rinse-off product."




NJ Bill S2178

Conditionally Veto the Language to:

“Synthetic plastic microbeads: any intentionally
added solid plastic particle measuring less than five
millimeters in size and used to exfoliate or cleanse
in a rinse-off product.”



Other States Passed or Introduced
with Loophole Language

Passed: Introduced:
* New Jersey Vermont
*lllinois

* Colorado

* Wisconsin




States with Strong Bead Bans

Passed: Introduced:
* Connecticut * Michigan
e California * Ohio

* New York

* Minnesota




Federal Legislation

H.R. 1321 - Microbead Free Waters Act

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. Introduced
03/04/2015




Next Steps
Policy:

* Advocate for an amendment to the NJ bill

e Urge the passage of a strong NY bill

Education:

* Visiting schools and hosting corporate cleanups
* Educating city council members and state officia




What You Can Do to Help

* Call your Congressman or Congresswoman
and urge them to support the federal
Microbead Free Waters Act

e Spread the word on plastic photodegradation

e Stop using personal care products with
polyethylene and polypropylene in the




Questions?

Sandra Meola
Communications and Outreach Associate
NY/NJ Baykeeper
732-888-9870 ext 7
sandra@nynjbaykeeper.org

nynjbaykeeper.org


mailto:sandra@nynjbaykeeper.org

