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What is Sustainable Jersey? 

Sustainable Jersey is a certification program with 3 key components,  

designed specifically for municipalities and public schools in New Jersey. 
 

• Identifies actions to help towns/schools  become more sustainable  
 

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make progress 
 

• Provides access to grants and funding 



Sustainable Jersey Supporters 
Underwritten By:  

Sponsored By:  

Small Grants Program Underwriter 

Platinum Sponsors 

Silver Sponsor 

Bronze Sponsors 



Municipal Program Partners 

• Atlantic County Utilities Authority 

• Association of New Jersey 

Environmental Commissions 

• Association of New Jersey 

Environmental Educators 

• Barnegat Bay Partnership 

• Camden County Municipal Utilities 

Authority 

• Clean Ocean Action 

• Cloud Institute for Sustainability 

Education 

• Greenfaith 

• HART (Hunterdon Area Rural 

Transit) 

• NJ Association of Counties 

• NJ Audubon 

• NJ Climate Adaptation Alliance 

• NJDEP 

• New Jersey Future 

• New Jersey League of Municipalities 

• NJSBA 

• Sustainable Cherry Hill 

• Together North Jersey 

• Transportation Management 

Associations 



Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters 

Underwritten By:  

Sponsored By:  

Sustainable Jersey 

for Schools Small 

Grants Program 

Underwriters 

Founding Sponsors 

Silver Sponsor Bronze Sponsor 



Program Partners 



• Program start: February 2009 

 

• 430 (76%) NJ municipalities participating 

 

• 88% of NJ’s population lives in these  

  communities 
 

• 191 municipalities certified:  

• 158 towns at bronze level 

• 33 towns at silver level 

 

Participating Communities 
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Participating Schools and Districts 

•  Program start: October 2014 

 

•  127 districts & 319 schools participating 

 

•  59 schools certified:  

• 54 schools at bronze level 

• 5 schools at silver level 

 



Components of Sustainability 

PEOPLE 

PROSPERITY 

PLANET 



Actions: Prosperity, Planet, People 

• Menu of actions to accumulate 

the required points 

 

• All actions have detailed guidance 

on how to complete them 

 

• Actions created by issue-based 

Task Forces 

 

• Task Forces comprised of relevant 

experts, local leaders, state and 

federal agencies, and 

stakeholders 

 

• Task Forces meet regularly to add 

and amend actions 

 
 
 



Certification Steps 

1. Pass a resolution; register municipality/district & 

school online 

2. Form Green Team 

3. Implement actions to score 150/350 points 

4. Submit documentary evidence for each action 

5. Certification awarded after review and verification 



• Save money. Get money. 

• Implement actions that lead to cost savings 

(energy, water, garbage bills) 

• Improve efficiency, cut waste, stimulate local economy 

• Access to incentives and grants 

• Gain access to training, tools and expert guidance. 

• Get recognized. Promote your town/school. 

• Conserve valuable resources. Protect the environment. 

 

 

Certification Benefits 



Approximately 350 projects funded in both programs! 

  

•Can be used for any of the actions listed in the program including the 

innovative category.  Examples:  
– Wind turbines, school food composting, water conservation education, 

edible school gardens, etc. 
 

Current Funding Opportunity: Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

•$100,000 available to districts and schools for projects related to program 

actions.  We will award: 

– Four (4) $10,000 grants to school districts and schools 

– Thirty (30) $2,000 capacity building grants to schools 

•Application Deadline: Sunday, January 24, 2016 at midnight 

•More information: http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants-

resources/sustainable-jerseysmall-grants-program/pseg-cycle/ 

Small Grants Program 



Majority of the actions have an educational component to them, including 

outreach, press, development of promotional materials, etc., to make the 

public, municipal staff, school officials, etc., aware of what is going on 

Education-Related Actions 

Municipal Education Actions 

• Animals in the Community Education 

• Community Education and Outreach 

• Education for Sustainability Programs 

• Energy Education and Outreach 

• Green Building Education 

• Lead Education and Outreach Programs 

• Recycling Education & Enforcement* 

• Water Conservation Education Program* 

 

School Education Actions 

• Civic & Stewardship Volunteer 

Initiatives 

• Community Education and Outreach 

• Education for Sustainability actions in 

different curriculum areas 

 



Education-Related Actions 



Sustainable Jersey has a diverse strategy for reaching out to participants and 

those interested in the program: 

– Monthly webinars on a variety of topics – all recordings and presentations are posted 

online. 

– Bi-weekly updates from both programs with information about upcoming events, 

trainings, resources, and funding – archived online  

– Regional Hubs provide resources, training, mentoring, technical assistance and 

networking opportunities. Interested? Contact Lauren Skowronski at 

skowronl@tcnj.edu or 609-771-3129 

Successful Education Strategies 

mailto:skowronl@tcnj.edu


Sustainable Jersey has a diverse strategy for reaching out to participants and 

those interested in the program: 

– In-person meetings either at conferences, or presentations to 

municipalities/districts & schools 

– Expert staff and program partners to answer questions and provide guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

– Social media presence on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn  

Successful Education Strategies 

/SustainableJersey 
@SJ_Program 

@SJ_Schools @sustainable_jersey /sustainable-jersey 



 

•How to engage those that registered with the program, but are not yet 

certified 

•How to make sure a town stays on track when there is a change in green 

team leadership 

•Higher open rate of bi-weekly emails/other important program notifications 

•How communities and schools can better publicize their efforts/certification 

to the community 

•Assisting green teams with identifying all the different sectors of the 

community that can be targeted 

Areas for Improvement 



Sustainable Jersey 

Samantha McGraw 

609-771-2938 

info@sustainablejersey.com 

www.SustainableJersey.com  

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Sustainable Jersey for Schools 

Veronique Lambert 

609-771-3427 

schools@sustainablejersey.com 

www.SustainableJerseySchools.com 

 

Social Media 

  /SustainableJersey 

 @SJ_Program; @SJ_Schools 

 @sustainable_jersey 

 /sustainable-jersey 


