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POLICY
KariMartin, Advocacy CampaignManager, Citizens@CleanOceanAction.org

“big” for offshore wind, the
ocean off the Jersey Shore is now mapped with over 1.2 million acres committed or
proposed – the size of the Grand Canyon National Park—with even more on the way.
scientists agree there are many unknowns about the impacts of offshore wind on resources
and communities tates are scrambling to gather available data—which may be
to little too late. Short term and long term impacts, as well as cumulative impacts, are
expected from the depths of the benthos to the sky. The ocean is the life sustaining
force of the planet. In fact, the ocean has been “taking one for the planet” for decades,
buffering the impacts of climate change by absorbing heat and carbon, albeit, to its own
demise. Now it is being asked to become the sacrificial ecosystem. To be serious about
climate change, energy conservation and efficiency should be the first commitment
with meaningful actions to eliminate energy waste. Aggressive solar energy policy must
also be established. Combined, these would generate many more long term jobs.

providing comments for pending projects including Orsted’s (formerly
Danish Oil and Natural Gas) Ocean Wind, Shell Oil and EDF Renewables’ Atlantic Shores
Offshore Wind, and Equinor’s (formerly Statoil) Empire Wind projects. Many others are

NY/NJ Offshore Wind 
By the Numbers: 

425,000 acres leased
800,000+ acres proposed to lease
1.28 million total acres lease/proposed
585 est. number of wind turbines from
just 3 projects
8.7 miles to shore for closest project

920 feet: height of proposed wind turbine
(15MW), nearly equal to the Eiffel Tower (984 ft)

HONORING BOB B
Cindy Zipf, Executive Director

“Passion, Effort, & Honesty

the Senate and Assembly honoring Bo
concluding that the egislature “pays
record of service, leadership, and commit

Pat Bennekamper enjoying Bob’s bench with
their grandson
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EDUCATION 
Kristen Grazioso, Education Coordinator, KGrazioso@CleanOceanAction.org

Student Summits are Back! 
Fall season and back to school means
Clean Ocean Action’s Virtual Student Summits
are back, as well! This year marked the 3
year of COA’s Fall Student Summit, and its second year successfully virtual! During
the week of October 4 8, ten southern New Jersey middle schools participate
in this virtual “day at the beach”

BENNEKAMPER 
” 

State Joint Resolution from
ob’s life, valor, and dedication
s tribute to his meritorious
ment.”

Southern New Jersey middle schoolers he only students last month to
have an eco exciting virtual field trip with COA... Staten Island students did, too!
From 2017 2019 COA hosted a Staten Island Student Summit at Great Kills Park in
conjunction with our friends from the

While we were unable to do so aunched our first ever
Virtual Staten Island Student Summit , with over
200 participating middle school students!

2021-2022 SEAL Kick-Off

Through discussions a individual
and shared environmental passions and interests, the students get to know one
another at the orientation of this exciting leadership program. Stay tuned
to follow the journeys of these inspiring and driven future leaders! Waves of
thanks to Impact 100 Jersey Coast for making the SEAL program possible
with generous funding and enthusiasm.

FUNDRAISING
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Volunteers gathered on Saturday, October 2  from 9:00am – 12:30pm at  New 
Jersey beaches and waterways to remove harmful debris at COA’s 3 th Annual Fall
Beach

produced from this event will be publicized in an annual report that provides a deeper 

Sweeps Report will be released in April 202 , 
prior to the 3 th Annual Spring Beach Sweep. 

Beach Sweeps help reduce debris 

Preliminary results from Sandy Hook collected 
by

Over 4,000 Volunteers Remove Debris at the
3 th Annual Fall Beach Sweeps

where  harmful an
Beach Sweeps turns a 

one-day event into a

a human caused, human solved issue.
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Beach Sweep  Faces Along the NJ Coast!
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4th Annual COA Surf Open Unites Community

Surfers ranging from 6-year-old groms to pros turned-out to celebrate one of the ocean’s 
greatest gifts – clean glassy waves – and support a clean ocean on Sunday, September 26, 
2021, at Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park in Long Branch, NJ. Amid sunshine, light offshore 
winds and thrilling waves, over 100 surfers and 300 spectators enjoyed a great day! The COA 
Open raised over $25,000 this year due to overwhelming support from sponsors, contestants, 
and supporters. Volunteers 
helped all day – from setup and 
breakdown to non-stop judging 
and heat rotation. 

Some of the best surfers of all 
ages in NJ and NY awed
spectators throughout the day, 
including Pros Paul Francisco, 
Mike Gleason, Pat Parenty, Jon 
Smyth, and Balaram Stack. Jon 
Smyth, 1st place winner in the 
Men’s 18 & Up division for the 
second year, also donated his 
prize money to COA. 

“Sunday, September 26, was a remarkable day! We were gifted with great waves, weather, and surfing at this year’s COA Open, which 
importantly, raises awareness about protecting our most crucial natural resource, the ocean. Splashing fish joined the lineup with the 
sun shining brightly all day. The success of the event is due to the help of our committee members, volunteers, and sponsors who showed 
inspirational support of the local surf community, the event, and Clean Ocean Action. It is a testament to how special the ocean 
environment is and how we all need to work to protect it. We're already looking forward to next year,” exclaimed Tyler Thompson, 
Volunteer Contest Director.

Throughout the day, surfers and spectators enjoyed great weather 
and waves while appreciating complimentary drinks from Coffee Surf 
Co., Ugly Seltzer, and Melonhead. Fanagel the Bagel and Jersey 
Mikes provided breakfast and lunch for the many volunteers who 
assisted with registration, judging, organization, and breakdown. 
Special thanks to the Rumson-Fair Haven High School Surf Team for 
loaning contest equipment and to the gifted photographers who 
shared their talents. (See COA’s website for links to photos.)

Each contestant received a T-shirt donated and printed by TAK 
Waterman of Long Branch. Prizes were given to the top 5 winners in 
each of the nine divisions. The prizes were generously donated by 
Carvin’ Art, Dakine, Farmacy+Co, Greenlines, Katin, JDR Home 
Repair, Low Tides, Nixon, Smith, The Traveling Mermaid, Vans, 
Volcom, and Volte Wetsuits.

COA is most grateful to the remarkable community-wide collaboration that made the event possible beginning with the outstanding 
committee who brought it all together: Tyler Thompson, Contest Director; Mike Gleason and Nick Spadavecchia of TAK Waterman 
Surf n Fish in Long Branch; Kyle Hopfensperger of 2nd Jetty Seafood in Sea Bright; Luke McCann of Absolute Home Mortgage Co; Rick 
Jones, Beach Techno Wizard; Joe Schluter; and the extended Thompson Family who have been dedicated to COA since 1984. Special 
thank you to Head Judge Tom Eadon and judges Tyler Adams, Max Berry, Anthony Giglio, Kelly Krystopowicz, Derf McTighe, Brian 
Parnagian, Brett Thompson, Mark Thompson, and Steve Walker.

The Monmouth County Freeholders and especially the Monmouth County Parks and Recreation Commission have COA’s sincere and 
beachy gratitude for allowing the event to take place.

Internationally ranked pro surfer Balaram Stack from Long Island 
(photo above) won 1st Place in the Pro Division and donated the 
$1,000 prize to Clean Ocean Action.

10-year-old Carter Doorley (photo above) won the Grom 
Boys 12 & Under division. His goal is to surf every day –
the contest was day 490 of consecutive surfing days!

Mike Gleason (above), co-owner of TAK Waterman and 
a lead sponsor, competed in the Pro Division. Surf 
Photographer Robert Siliato also pictured above.

Connor Halpin Photography
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Competitor Scott Thompson (above) searching for one 
last wave under the moonlight during the Open Longboard 
Final. COA salutes Scott, aka The General, for his recent 
induction into the NJ Surfing Hall of Fame. A banner 
plane flew during the contest to celebrate this long-
overdue recognition!

Waves of Thanks to COA Open 2021 Sponsorsppppp ppppp
Sponsor support is essential to the success of this event, producing the Surf Open and supporting COA’s efforts to protect the ocean. 

Sincere thanks to all!

Double Overhead:

Overhead:

Ground Swell:
Coffee Surf Co., Melonhead, Messina & Mimnaugh Wealth Management Group, Offshore Coffee Roasters, Parnagian 
Architects, Salty Dog Watersports, Skytop Landscaping, Suneagles Golf Course, S. W. Decorators, and Wells Painting 

Shore Break:
The Traveling Mermaid and Summa Love Surf Camp

s

Dylan Kozinn (above) competed in the Grom Girls 12 & Under Final

Robert Siliato Photography

Pro finalist Paul Francisco (above) at the COA Open

2021 COA Open Surf Contest Division Winnerspppp
GROM GIRLS 12 AND UNDER: MENS 18 AND UP:
1. MARLEY FENDER-MAROTTA 1. JON SMYTH 
2. VIVIAN ANDERSON (Donated prize money to COA)
3. AMANDA FLAHERTY 2. PAT PARENTY
4. KEIRA SOLEAU 3. JAKE KUIPERS
5. PRESLIE FENDER-MAROTTA 4. GREG DEGERSDORFF
6. DYLAN KOZINN

GROM BOYS 12 AND UNDER: OPEN LONGBOARD:
1. CARTER DOORLEY 1. MIKE MELEGA
2. JAMES BROOKS 2. SCOTT THOMPSON
3. KAI TAYLOR 3. TOMMY GEORGE
4. TIMMY MCCOOEY 4. DREW MCCOY
5. DASHIELL COUNTS 5. CHASE JAY ROGERS
6. KEVIN FLAHERTY 6. DANE CASEY

JR MEN 13-17: PRO:
1. DECLAN FITZGERALD 1. BALARAM STACK
2. RYAN WIRIN (Donated prize money to COA)
3. NICOLAS GARDELLA 2. MIKE GLEASON
4. CHASE JAY ROGERS 3. PAUL FRANCISCO
5. SEAN DUNN 4. PAT PARENTY
6. BRAYDEN TAYLOR 5. JON SMYTH

JR WOMEN 13-17: WOMEN 18 AND UP:
1. AUDREY IGLAY 1. ARIA DILIBERTO
2. CARLY COBLE 2. DANIELLE COTE
3. SETON IGLAY
4. SKYLAR O’KEEFE

LEGENDS:
1. RYAN FENDER   2. JACK MURPHY   3. SCOTT THOMPSON

4. GARY FINNEGAN   5. GERRY MATTHEWS

Robert Siliato Photography
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